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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, November 2, 1971 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT’S FILE 
FROM: Richard K. Cook 


SUBJECT: Meeting with Congressman Gerald 

R. Ford and Leslie C. Arends on 
Tuesday, November 2, 1971 at 5:15 pm 

PARTICIPANTS: The President 

Rep. Gerald R. Ford 
Rep. Leslie Arends 
Henry Kissinger 
Clark MacGregor 
Dick Cook 
Ron Ziegler 


The purpose of this meeting, initiated at the request of Jerry Ford, 
was to discuss with the President the then forthcoming troop with- 
drawal announcement and the timing and content of that statement 
as it might affect voting on pending "end the war" amendments in 
the House of Representatives. 

Congressman Ford opened with a request that the mid-November troop 
withdrawal announcement accelerate the troop withdrawal rate and/or 
set a date for final U.S. troop withdrawal. 

The President emphasized that a withdrawal deadline could not and 
would not be in the mid-November statement, but that he would 
seriously consider the need to increase the monthly rate of with- 
drawals . 


Les Arends discussed with the President the military procurement 
bill, then in House-Senate conference. Arends warned the President 
that while the conferees likely would eliminate from the Mansfield 
amendment the time limit for U.S. involvement, the conference 
committee nonetheless would probably have to yield to the Senate 
on the "policy" as opposed to the previously adopted "sense of 
Congress" language in the Mansfield amendment. The President pro- 
ceeded into a lengthy discussion of options available to him in 
connection with U.S. involvement in Vietnam as they relate to the 
necessity to secure the return of U.S. POW's and MIA's. The 
President stated that if negotiations for POW release are unsuccess- 
ful he would not rule out any appropriate U.S. response, including 
increased bombing of North Vietnam and blockades. Ford and Arends . 
both agreed with the President's concern over the POW release and 
the various means suggested by the President for coping with the 
problem. 
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The President also stated that he would not support any Repub- 
lican candidate who opposes a Democrat incumbent Congressman 
or Senator who had supported the Administration on key Vietnam 
votes . 

At several times during the meeting the President asked Messrs. 
MacGregor, Ziegler and Cook to withhold taking notes, the 
obvious intention being the clear message to Congressman Ford 
and Arends that the discussion was highly sensitive. 



